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Environmental improvement
policies foster economic gains

by Larry Boyd, Manager

CAMP Environmental
Services Program
F...
of today’s
manufact-

uring firms,
manufacturing
without emit-
ting  large
amounts of
waste  and
cleaning-up waste problems left by
past practices are constant concerns if
not outright governmental mandates-
areactive, costly and intrusive process
that carries with it diminishing re-
turns.

“New” environmentalism

More and more manufacturers are
finding that environmentally respon-
sible manufacturing is far less costly
and time consuming when it begins
“up front” with sound manufacturing
strategies.

This new view focuses on economic
gains through continuousimprovement
policies: making the dollar investments
necessary to sustain product and pro-
cess developments over time. As you
modernize, you can incorporate those
things that will keep you in compliance
over the long term.

Since 1991, when it established its
Environmental Services Program, the
Cleveland Advanced Manufacturing

CAMM

Program (CAMP) hasbeen helping
Northern Ohio manufacturers adopt
such a pro-active approach to environ-
mentalism.

As a not-for-profit economic devel-
opment initiative founded in 1984 by
Cleveland Tomorrow, CAMP is one of
Ohio’s seven Thomas Edison Centers.
CAMP offers technology research, de-
velopment, deployment and training
programs through four academically
based centers and two divisions.

How CAMP helps

CAMP’sESP works primarilyin three
ways. It conducts seminars and work-
shops for salaried and hourly staffs to
help them understand various aspects
of their environmental obligations. It
can assist companies in meeting their
regulatory compliance obligations. And
it conducts waste reduction assess-
ments which are geared to identifying
economically attractive options to cur-
rent manufacturing practices.

This last approach concentrates
heavily on pollution prevention assess-
ment methods to identify approaches
which achieve regulatory compliance
and yethelp thecompanybecome more
competitivein themarket place. CAMP
engineersfirstconductanon-site waste

reduction assessment to identify and

evaluate variousreduction orrecycling
options. The engineers then help com-
pany staff implement selected options
and establish an ongoing program of
prevention. CAMP also provides as-
sistance in regulations interpretation;
compliance reporting (including haz-
ardous and/or solid waste manage-
ment); and digesting EPA/OSHA cor-
respondence.

Case in point

CAMP recently conducted a waste
reduction assessment at a wood prod-
ucts manufacturer on Cleveland’s west
side. The company, which produces
brush rolls for vacuum cleaners, took a
serious look at waste reduction afterits
employees began to recycle beverage
cans and corrugated cartons. Their
president came to CAMP for help.

Throughsiteinspections, data collec-
tion, personnel interviewsand arecords
review, CAMP staff gathered informa-
tion to help the firm’s management
identify waste types, sources and vol-
umes as well as reduction opportuni-
ties, then helped themsetupand imple-
ment an ongoing program of preven-
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Message from the Chairman

Peter Stroth

his column addresses the issue
of what NOC A&WMA does
for our members and the flip
side of that same question, which is,
what is the public service mission of
NOC as identified by our members?
What does NOC A&WMA do for its
members?

Meeting professionals

In my opinion the primary member-
ship benefit is meeting other profes-
sionals in a non-confrontational set-
ting. This occurs in the monthly Plan-
ning Committee meetings and the
preparations for seminars. There is
currently a core group of about 20
people who meet monthly to conduct
NOC’sbusiness. These Planning Com-
mittee meetings are open to all and
announced months inadvance. Please
come and see one for yourself.

Public service mission

What s the public service mission of
NOC A&WMA?

Firstand most widely knownare our
semi-annual technical seminars with
their well deserved reputation as ex-
cellent half-day presentations and su-
perb money values. We aim our semi-
nar product at the local business com-
munities’ need for timely information
on current and impending regulatory
issues.

FROM THE EDITOR

The Northern Ohio Chapter Newsletter,
is published semiannually for members of
AGEWMA. Julie McDill serves as editor.
Ms. McDill may be contacted at (216) 243-
5544 at Rigo & Rigo Associates, Inc. 1
Berea Commons, Suite 211, Berea, OH
44017-2534. Membership dues include
subscriptions to the newsletter. For mem-
bership information contact Michael L.
Horvath at (216) 384-5964 or at Ohio
Edison 76 S. Main St., Akron 44308.
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Educational effort

The second major service area is our
educational effort. Our members are
firmly committed to shaping the fu-
ture by investing now in educational
activities aimed at northern Ohio’s
youth. These are our areas of current
educational activity:
¢ 1) Placement of ERG teaching guides
in grades K through 12.
¢ 2) Savings bond awards and judging
to encourage environmental projects
in local science fairs.

» 3) Establish student chapters at both

Youngstown State and Akron Univer-

sity.

* 4) Assist our existing student chap-

ters at Cleveland State, Kent, and To-

ledo. .

¢ 5) Facilitate student intern and start-

ing positions with local business.

¢ 6) Facilitate student mentoring by

environmental professionals.

e 7) Provide public speakers to ad-

dress non-technical public interest

groups.

» 8) Provide scholarships to environ-

mental major college student mem-

bers of our student chapters.

¢ 9) To provide support for nationally

televised cooperative seminars spon-

sored by A&WMA and other groups
ch as b: iati

RCRA Organic Air
Emission Standards
for TSDF Facilities

Under 40 cfr 264 and 265 subparts cc
(both), promulgated December 6,19%4,
USEPA has mandated the reduction of
organic emissions from transportation,
storage, and disposal facilities (TSDF).
This program which applies to both
generators and handlers of hazardous
waste requires the control of organic
air emissions by either reducing the
organic content of the solid waste ma-
terial or by application of add on con-
trols. The program becomes effective
on June 5, 1994 with requirements for
affected facilities to have controls in
place by December 8, 1997.

Standards applications

The air standards apply to all facili-
ties that are subject to RCRA subtitle C
permittingrequirementsas wellashaz-
ardous waste generators that accept or
handle wastes that contain more than
100 ppm, measure by weight, of or-
ganic material and use storage contain-
ers able to store in excess of 26 gallons.
The standards specifically apply to
RCRA permitted tanks, surface im-
poundments, and containers subject to
40 cfr 264 subparts i,j or k, respectively.

Exempted roof vessels

Fixed roof vessels may be exempted
from this program if the contents of the
vessel are not agitated, heated, chemi-
cally treated or have a vapor pressure
that exceeds a threshold value deter-
mined by the tank volume. Vessels
withinternaland external floating roofs
that meet the applicable New Source
Performance Standards (NSPS) are ac-
cepted as appropriate control technol-
ogy under this program.

Facilities that have vessels and im-
poundments that do not meet the ex-
emption requirements or have floating
roofs meeting NSPS standards are re-
quired to comply with this program in
one of two ways.

The first method of compliance is to
implement solid waste treatment tech-

Continued on page 6



March 1995

. New Brownfields Law to help
PERSPECTIVE:
ERSPECTIVE redevelop blighted sites

By Dr. Sardar Hassan, Ph. D.
R.E. Warner & Associates

n important new Ohio environ-
mental law, the Brownfields
Law took effect on September
28,1995. The law is more officially the
“Real Estate Reuseand CleanUpLaw”.
Interest in this legislation is high be-
cause it is intended to ease the difficul-
tiesassociated with redevelopingenvi-
ronmentally blighted properties. Many
of these properties are located in the
center of old industrial cities. This law
is designed to simultaneously boost
the economy and accelerate clean up of
the environment. This law is both pro-
environmental and pro-business.
Along with Oregon, Minnesota, Maine
and a few other states, Ohio is part of
the “avant garde” indevelopinga State
Voluntary Clean Up program.

Senate Bill 221 contains the volun-
tary clean-up legislation and creates a
new Chapter 3746 of the Ohio Revised
Code (ORQ). It also amends Chapters
5709, 6111 and 6123 to provide finan-
cial incentives to owners of contami-
nated properties to voluntarily clean
them up. Interim standards are in ef-
fect until September1995 when Ohio
EPA (OEPA) will develop final stan-
dards.

“Clean bill of health”

By following the procedures in the
lawand voluntarily cleaning up a prop-
erty, an owner can obtain a “clean bill
of health” for a previously contami-
nated property. The property owner
submits a “No Further Action” letter
and documentation of the voluntary
clean up. Based on theletter and docu-
mentation, OEPA issues or denies a
“Covenant Not to Sue” to the property
owner. Ifissued, this covenant releases
the owner from civil liability to the
State to perform additional remedial
activities. Unlessrevoked,a “Covenant
Not to Sue” is effective as long as the
property complies with the standards
effective when the owner prepared
the”No Further Action” letter. Thecov-

enant may contain conditions imposed
by OEPA and cannot release the owner
from claims for: 1.) Natural resource
damages as described in Sections 107
and 113 of CERCLA; or 2.) State in-
curred costrecoverableunder CERCLA
Section 107, if the costs are a result of a
USEPA action. Theowner paysa$2,000
fee to OEPA when applying for the
covenant.

Filing & recording action

The “No Further Action” letter, the
“Covenant Not to Sue”, and any re-
strictions on property use are filed in
the County Recorder’s office. These
documents and an operations and
maintenance agreement for the regis-
tered land are entered as amemorial on
the title of the land. These documents
are recorded like a deed and run with
the property.

Automatic real property
tax abatement

SB 221 also provides a package of tax
abatement and monetary incentives to
encourage redevelopment of blighted
properties. Real property taxation for
theincrease in the assessed value of the
rejuvenated property are exempted.
Thisapplies to both the increased value
resulting from the voluntary clean up
as well as improvements, buildings,
fixtures and structures located on the
redeveloped land. The tax exemption
can be for as long as 20 years. In addi-
tion, sale or transfer of the property
will not affect the tax exemption.
Mechanismsarealso provided to allow
municipalities and counties to provide
additional tax exemptions.

Financial assistance

SB 221 amends ORC 6111.036(A) to
expand the scope of financial assistance
from the Water Pollution Control Fund
toincludevoluntary cleanup programs
related to protecting the water of the
State. SB 221 amends ORC 6123 to
authorize the Ohio Water Development
Authority (OWDA) to provide finan-
cial assistance to private and govern-

ment entities undertaking voluntary
clean-up. Revenue bonds may be is-
sued to raise money under the Solid
Waste & Energy Resources Projects
Law. A special OWDA fund is estab-
lished to loan money to participants, or
to lease or purchase a project. SB 221
amends ORC 166 to allow voluntary
clean up actions to be eligible for loans
and loan guarantees under the Eco-
nomic Development Program Law.
Liability limitations

SB 221 limits the liability of parties
involved in a voluntary clean up ac-
tion. One cannot be sued for tort action
liability if the clean up is considered
less than perfect at a later date.

Lawsuits can befiled only if thereisa
willful or wanton misconduct or inten-
tional tortious conduct. Parties exempt
from liability in a voluntary clean up
are:

1) Independent contractors

2) A State agency or political subdivi-
sion involved in or overseeing an ac-
tion

3) A State agency when an employee
provides technical assistance

4) A public utility that is working to
maintain an easement or establish or
maintain a utility service on a property
involved in a voluntary clean up action

5) the Ohio Water Development Au-
thority

Liabilities for lenders and fiducia-
ries/trustees have also been limited to
encourage financial institutions to pro-
vide loans needed to clean up and de-
velop abandoned contaminated sites.
There are more pro-business features
in this legislation that make sense. In
the past, owners were afraid to per-
form assessments of their properties,
for fear of what they might find. If
environmental problems were discov-
ered the EPA often became involved,
leading to negative publicity and often
huge expenses for cleaning up minor
contamination. As a result of SB 221,
information collected during a volun-
tary clean up action (including data,
Continued on page 8
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Review

‘94 fall chapter seminar

The 1994 Fall seminar showcased the
environmental operations of Ford’s
Ohio Assembly Plant in Avon Lake
with a morning tour of the plant’senvi-
ronmental operations followed by our
usual afternoon seminar format which
discussed their operations.

We thank the Ford Motor Company
for their speakers’ presentations, the
plant tour, and their sponsorship of the
afternoon refreshment break. Corpo-
rate sponsorship of their peopleis vital
to professional growth. Thank you Ford
Motor Company.

In the morning tour we first saw how
thenormal trash such ascardboard and
pallets are handled by an outside con-
tract vendor operating in the plant.
Primary sorting is done in the plant to
increase the value of waste streams.
Over 50 percent of the wasteis recycled
because the vendor can provide steady
supplies of specific wastes to buyers by
grouping wastes from many compa-
nies.

The second tour area was the pro-
cessing of paint/solvent/ adhesives/
and waste waters. Ford has contracted
out to one vendor the chemistry of both
paints and their resulting sludge. This

system approach reduces total cost be-
cause the vendorisresponsibleforboth
ends of the process for one contract
price.

The afternoon session included pre-
sentations by the environmental engi-
neers from both the Ohio Assembly
plant and also the Lorain Assembly
plant. Ford Corporate Environmental
presented an overview. Ford's major
vendors presented brief overviews of
their systematic approach to non-haz-
ardous solid and liquid wastes. The
Ohio EPA reviewed the solid waste
regulations.

This program was an experiment for
us to see if plant tours are helpful to
seminar participants. We seek your
thoughts on whether you want more
coordinated plant tour/seminar non-
technical type presentations roughly
once every two years. Or, do you pre-
fer to concentrate on more technical
issues for all presentations? We have
had very firm comments both ways.
What is your opinion? Call me, Pete
Stroth, at (216) 483-3962 or fax me at
(216) 483-3047 to express your opinion
and also to suggest good tour sites.

Environmental improvement ¢ Continued

tion. As a result, the firm has now
converted its solvent-based paint sys-
tem to water-based paints. They also
reconfigured their painting conveyor
to double the number of dowels being
presented to the spray guns on the
production line. This simple action
essentially doubled the amount that
finally ended up on their parts and cut
paint purchases in half.

As a result, the company has calcu-
lated over $40,000 in annual cost sav-
ings and has discovered new revenue
generating possibilities on an ongoing
basis.

Today environmental law impacts
all manufacturers and those without
sound strategies in place are getting
lost in the dust. In fact, if you're a
manufacturer today and you don’t
thinkenvironmentallaw appliestoyou,

]

you're on the wrong side of the law!
Note: Since 1991, ESP has assisted
over100 companies in Northern Ohio.
For more information on CAMP’s En-
vironmental Services Program, con-
tact Larry Boyd att (216)432-5350.

News from the

CSU Student
Chapter

New officers have been elected by
the CSU Student Chapter for the 1994-
95 academic year. These officers are:
Ken Armstrong, President; Harold
Weaver, Vice President; Michael
Stanek, Treasurer and Chaoxia Gu, Sec-
retary.

The main emphasis of this year’s club
is participation in the Waste-manage-
ment Education & Research Consor-
tium (WERC) Fifth Annual Environ-
mental Design Contest. This year’s
project involves the development and
demonstration of a process for the
remediation of contaminated pond
sludge. The sludge itself consists pri-
marily of nitrate processing solutions,
sewagesludge, electroplating solutions
and landfill leachate, all resulting from
aDefenserelated processingand manu-
facturing facility.

The related student activities will in-
clude fundraising, project proposal
preparation, development of a com-
prehensive design report, creation of a
project poster display, plus the con-
structionand testing of a working bench
display, plus the construction and test-
ing of a working bench-scale model.

The design team will travel to Las
Cruces, New Mexico to participate in
the contest activities during the period
of April 18 to 21, 1995.

These site activities will include an
oral presentation of their design to a
group of experts and the operation of
the working bench scale model. This
project promises to be an excellent ex-
perience for the participating students.

The WERC oral presentation will be
repeated in Cleveland for CSU students
and faculty, plus local interested pro-
fessionals.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

It is time to elect a new slate of
officers for our Northeast Ohio
A&WMA Chapter. You willfinda
ballot enclosed with this newslet-
ter. Please do your part and com-
plete the ballot and send it in im-
mediately!













